The Four Marks of the Church
Read the summary below, then answer the questions on the next page.
The Four Marks of the Church come from the Nicene Creed, which was written at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. Throughout history, the followers of Jesus have split into many different churches. These marks help us know which Church is the true Church founded by Jesus. If you want to know which Church Jesus started, you can look for these four signs: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.
1. One
The Church is one because she protects and teaches the Deposit of Faith, which is everything Jesus taught. The Church is like a mail carrier. A mail carrier’s job is to deliver the mail, not change it. In the same way, Jesus gave the Church the authority to deliver His message, not edit or change it.
2. Holy
The Church is Holy, but that does not mean the people in the Church are perfect. The word holy means set apart or chosen. The Church is holy because God gives us grace, not because humans always make good choices. Even though people in the Church (including leaders and Bishops) are sometimes bad people, God continues to work through the Church.
3. Catholic
The word Catholic means universal. The Church is for all people, no matter their culture, language, or country. There are Catholic churches all over the world, and Mass is celebrated in the local language and culture. This is why we see images of Mary from many different cultures. When Mary has appeared to people throughout history, she appears within the culture and ethnicity of the people she is speaking to, showing that the Church belongs to every culture. One example is Our Lady of Guadalupe, who appeared in Mexico. This shows that the Church welcomes everyone and truly belongs to the whole world.
4. Apostolic
The Church is Apostolic because it was founded on the Apostles, who were chosen by Jesus. Jesus gave each of his twelve apostles special authority, and they handed down their authority to others. This handing down has continued to this day, and the successors of the Apostles are now called Bishops. The Bishop of Rome, also called the Pope, has the special authority over all the Bishops, which has been handed down from St. Peter. Pope Leo is the 267th Pope, and his authority can be traced all the way back to St. Peter, in an unbroken line called Apostolic succession.
1. According to the Nicene Creed, what are the Four Marks of the Church, and why are they important?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the Deposit of Faith? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Church is described as Holy, but not perfect. What does the word holy mean in this context, and why is the Church still considered holy even though its members can sin?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The word Catholic means universal. Give two examples from the text that show how the Church is meant for all people and cultures.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Read the summary below, then answer the question that follows.
In 1531, a poor Indigenous man named Juan Diego encountered the Virgin Mary near Mexico City. Mary appeared to him as a woman of his own culture and asked that a church be built in her honor. When Juan Diego told the local bishop, he was not believed. Mary then gave Juan Diego a sign: roses blooming in winter. When Juan Diego opened his cloak (called a tilma) to show the roses to the bishop, an image of Mary appeared on the tilma. After this, many people in Mexico became Christian. The image has not faded almost 500 years later, and scientists cannot explain how the image was made. (Image is on the next page)
Question:
How does the story of Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe help explain what it means for the Church to be Catholic (universal)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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